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'To the Right Honourable,

The Earlof KT NTt ORE,

- Grand Mafter of Scotland ;"
- fAnd;-t.o"'the whole
" Ancient and Honourable Socie(t'y'

O F

Free and Accepted MASONS,

T\ O whom can a performance of
l - this nature apply for-prote&tion,
: . but to a Society, whofe Virtues

firft engaged the author to attempt it 2 The
Free Masons are diftinguithed by an uni-
verfal good-will to mankind; and while
they are happy in having your Lorpsuie
at their head, may defpife the little cen-
fures of ridiculous men, who, }gnoranl;

. of the beauty of the Science, lofe them-

felves to all the good and the wife, by

- sajling at what they can never know.

) 1 ac-



| RN { T L

T acknowledge, ’tis prefumption. in mé
to offer fuch a trifle; but as nothing of
the kind has been -ever befote ittgm}%ed,
beyond a few Songs, I was encouraged to
recommend a.Crart fo good and fo be-
neficial, A

Tuat your Lorpskip. may continué
the exercife of every noble and generous
Virtue; that Masosry may become" the-
regard and the ftudy of mankind; and
that the Society. may flousifh,; nor~ ever:,
want aGRAND MasTEr equal toyour Lord-
fhip, is the finceie' withof =
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Muor 71 Genius! that alone infpires

The faithfol MAsoN with fuperior fires;

That all his breaft with gen’rous rapture warms,
T'o blefs the world with virtue’s fairelt charns ;
Great Archite@! at whofe cdm:handihg nod
Worlds rofe et worlds, and own'd thee fot their God
 Affift my lays <= Ifed, I feel the flame -
Glow in my veins; and wake my verfe to fame,

Flow, Fancy, flow ; ye lovid ideas, threng,
WhileMasoxxy and MAsons are my fong;
Hatr crortousCrart! diftinguith'd Science, -
HAIL! o
Thou QuEEeN of ArT4, thy laws fhall fiHl prevail,
‘ A - Stilt
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8till be admir’d by all the good and great,
Triumph o’er time and all the powér of fates
Thy empire fcorns all pomp of pageant fhew, .-
Thou reigns the Goddefs of a seLEcT FEW.
Thrice happy they, who know thy charms a;'ight,'
Partake thy -fmiles, and fhare th’ unfeign’d delight ;
Who know the blif of fiveet fociety, -
Knit and improven by the ftrongeft tie.

D1sTINGUIsH’D Art, who can thy praife rehearfe,

Or paint thee out in everlafting verfe ?
O could my numbers like my thoughts afpire,
* As full of foftnefs, and as full of fire,

I'd fing the Science with a Maro’s skill,-
While Homer’s genius thould direc me fhll.

Then, Mufe, begin, and thro’ all flates a.nd-clima;

Deduce the LABoURS to the prefent times.
NEecessiTY, which focial union ty'd,

And the rude draught§ of human arts fupply’d,

Firft taught the city and the dome to rife, .

A cov’ring from the favage and the skies.

| Simple
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Simple and coarfe the new-born Art appear'd,
With nothing ftudied, but what need requird ;
The humble cottage rear’d its turf-clad head,
And o'er the tent the favage-skin was fpread ¢
>Till human genius learn’d a farther end,
In ornament, with fimple ufe conjoin’d ;
And the fame pile rofe nature’s fure defence,
And brought delight to the INTERNAL SENSE,
. The world’s.great Maker, infinitely good, |
On man a fenfe of beauty had beftow’d,
A pure delight, that fprung from the furvey
Of order, ftate, and varied harmony ; |
And bad all-nature—(where askill divine
Had fram’d an univerfe of juft defign,
Great, regular, and yet diverfify’d) |
Be his fair model, and unerring gdidc.'
Thus taught, the fimple Artift firft began
T’ enlarge_his work, and build a nobler planj
Trac'd the original in ev'ry part,
And learn’d to copy nature intoart,

o Az Henge
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Hence the firft fkill of earlicfk times appear'd, -

Enocl’s faix CdLUMNs, fraught with art, were rear'd -
The Patriarchs their cities did devife,
And lofty BaABELs fought to fcale the fkies, -

From thence difpess'd, o'erall the fpacious Baft:
In noble piles the Science {tood confeft,

b’ Affyrian Kings thus idoliz'd their names,

And fummon’d nations to complete their {chemesy
The learned Mg/ the great models caft, .
And till the fon the father’s wark furpaﬁ'»g .
The vaft defign of the Firaga Queen, A
‘The world’s fair wonder, RBabylaa, _waa feens . -
~ Egyptian Powers {pent ages in the toil,
And Pyramids adoern'd the banks of Mle :
O'er the wide earth the growing Scienco fprcad.
Where-ever human-kmd by fate was led;
Each nﬁng age faw fhtcly fabricks reud
New Balylons in ev'ry clime appear’d.

AT length the maﬁer-pwgﬁ aof lnmm,
| VVhofc glonous model beaven did i impart, -

yE
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yEHOZdH’s Temple, work of Davids fon, -
Where the bright clond of divine prefence fhane,
Lifted its facred fummit. te the {kies, |
Praife of all tongues, and wonder of all eyes, -
From climes remote the cungus Artifts came,
Monarchs confpir'd to rear the noble frame:

The copious Eaft leid openall her ﬁore,

Her brilliant ruhies, and metallick are, |
Whatever fair materials did excell, - :
Mountains were empty’d, and whole farefts fell 3
Parvaim and Ophir wines of gold beftow’d, '
And lofty Lebanon gave half his wood :

Raof, Mﬁm overlaid,
F air Cherubjms their wings in gold difplay'd ;

And to complets its glory, there abode
TheAl&r, and the otaclesofGod _ -
Tus wosld with wonder faw the glorious pth
Ofbcﬁmtmals int the faireft STILE § .
And charm’d with its defign and gorgeous fare,
MW?P‘WW@MW& L

B ‘ O'er,



[ 61

O'er.the whole Eaft illuftrious copies fhone,
And mimic temples rofe at Babylon ;
Menon’s fair labour, Cyrus’ regal feat,
Walls bound with gold, magnificently great ;
The ftately Tomb rear’d by the widow Queen,
And virgin Dian’s glorious Fane was feen.

AND now O'er Greece the noble tafte prevail'd,
By Thales and the Samian Sage reveal'd ;
"Athens’ firong Citadel, a noble toil,
Rear’d and adorn'd with Eaftern art and fpoil ;
Halls, palaces, and fpacious portico’s,
Of fair defign, and flately pomp, arofe.
The guardian Gods were fummon’d from the ﬂues
"To dwell in temples of ftupendious fize, '
Kings, Sages, Priefls, the royal Science own’d
And juft applaufe the glorious labours crown'd.

AT lcngéh the age of Roman ftate appeatr’d,
When Empire’s Genius to the Weft repaird s
Now Rome, the fov'reign of the world confeft,
Rai¢d by the wealth and knowledge of the Eaft,

- Wi
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With all the arts of former ages hone,
And added godlike labours of her own.
Now fhone the days of Genius unconfin’d,
Wher learning and the great Auguftus reign’ds -
Now happy Science faw a golden'age,
The royal Art did all Rome’s cares engage 3
And now the wife 7i¢ruvius, mighty name!
Whofe plans ftand facred to all future fame,’
Rais’'d the great labour to its higheft ftate,
And bad fucceeding Artifts imitate.
Hence o’er the world the Buildes’s {kill prevail'd,
Which had not yet the grand defign beheld :
Rome’s Arts andEaglesthe wide North o'er-run,
And Science flourifh'd at the fetting-fun.

BuT ah! the Gotbs, by brutal fury led, -
O’er Arts and Empires defolation fpread :
Great f;eat of Science, ancient Rome, beheld
Her temples rifled, and her Gods expell'd ;
The glorious labours of a thoufand years,
Piazég’s,! Forums, Arhplﬁtheatres, o
’ Her
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‘Her facred Capitol, the Mués feat,
With all the knowledge of the wife and great,
Th’ hiftoric Cotumn, and the patriot Buft,
Broke by rude force, and humbled to the duft,

Lonc time neglected haplefa Science lay,
And fearcely darted a departing fay ;
Then faintly dawn’d aguin in quaint conceit,
With all her priftine gloties counterfeit.
The godlike Genius of a former age,
Which fill'd the poet’s and hiftorian’s page,
Adon’d the painter’s draught, and poet's theme,
And furnifh'd out the Builder's noble fcheme,
Once fimply great, and juft without reftraing,
Now dwindled down to antique ornament,
Low punand jingle grew the Mufe’s art,
And Monks, with fchool-diftintions, florm'd the

heart, '

Quirk was the powerful language of the bar,
‘The learning of the rude Philofopher
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From Court defcended to the Country Hall
* Ev'n flones were taught to quiBble in the wall,

Huce 'pilée, *tis true, even then were feen torife,
| With lofty turrets, aiming at the skiess
Great work of Kings, which {carce an age could raife!
And the juft wonder of preceding days! |
Whofe pompous ruins, venerably great,
Still fhine fuperier in their antique ftate.
- Lo! yonder fpires, which neighb’ring vales command,
All Wilq and ruin’d, fee the pillars ftand, |
With fkill adorn’d, and feience unconfin’d 3
~ The beft, the nobleft of the Gozbic kind.
' What impioue band coukd s tEir charms deface]
Deftroy their beauties, and deform each grace? |
Behold the awful relick | fee how bare |
" The fhatter’d roofs and lofty walls appear |
Tlluftrious monuments of former Art,
Domes, Pillars, Arches, Figﬁm, every part

. B . Now

e This alludes to the little conceits which, in ancient times, were
looked npon as witty ornaments. In Melrofe you fee in feveral parts of
that ancient Abbey a Mell and Rofe, curioully wrought upon the wall.

[
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Now mangl'd, with their laft rémains; upbtaid
‘The fpite and fury of hot zeal run mad. '
But what tho’ wide the vaulted- roofs extend; -
Domes rife on domes, and fpires on fpires afcend ?-
- "Tho’ the great work rémains unrival'd fhilt,
In height majeftic, and mechanic skill,
And the fmooth chifel fo performs its part,’
As feems to go beyond the reach of art ;
Still wild diforder fhapes the vaft deﬁon,
The whole’s a blunder, tho’ each part is fine 5
Grov'ling conceits with nobre ﬁgures plac’d
A motely mixture, fpeak the Gothic taftc -
And tho’ its beauties we with Wondcr view, |
Yet almoft flill the falfe eclipfe the true.

Tuus are the labours of the learn'd and Wlfc :
‘The wit and arts of many centuries,
By a miftaken elegance ingroft,
And all their graces in their faults are loft.
The vicious relith marr'd the brighteft parts,
~ And, ftill viGorious, -o’c;r the liberat arts
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Mamtam’d its empire. Tho’ true knowledge’ rays
Now fhone with ftronger, now with weaker blaze ;o
Yet the dark cloud ne’er driven quite away,
Rctum’d and ftill obfour'd the face of day ;
Its gloom extended o er all -arts and climes,
And darken’d Science down to modern times,
ARTs to reftore, and nobler {chemes compofe,
Great fon of Science, firft Palladio rofe,
And let his natiye Jtaly behold,
Reviv'd, the genius of the days of old;
By which, long fince, its glorious Rome furpafi'd
All former ages, and fhall teach the laft ;
While his gw Britifb. ifle,
Tmmortal Fones, eflay’d an equal flile,
And tanght the fons of Brifain to difdain
Lefs than the models of Auguftus® reign,
AND now kehold the Mason’s Art appear

With ancient fplendor, regularly fair,
Large without. fwelling, without meannefs neaty .
Phin tho' adorm'd, and regular tho' great;

Bz Now
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Now purg'd of low conceit and Gozbic fchemes,
All fanciful refinement it contemns,

And now, oncemore, attrats the wond'ring eye,
'With nature and long loft fimplicity, |
"The beautiful Augufian file revives,
Skill executes what juft defign contrives ;
Now lovely Order claims ts é:ncient rule,
And methodifes the confenting whole ; |
Order, which ftrength and elegance ﬁnparts,’
"The law of nature, and the foul of arts.
*Tis this delights the Virzuofo’s eye,
This, with its fifter grace, | §im1')l,i<‘:ity, 3
While thro* the various windings of the plle,
He can the members tr;ce and reconcile,
And in th’ epitomizing works of man ;
- Reads an abridgment of the gencrél plan,
 Where wife OMNIPOTENgé itfelf difplays
In varied harmony a thoufand Wéys. | |
Wild ornament may pleafe a Gotbic Sk NSE,
Or varnith o'er the artift’s impotcncé,. o
) ‘ B Wha
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Who, nature’s hints unable to purfue,
. Crowds in fantaftick beauties for the true.

- So the vain nymph, who wants the native grace,

Coquettes and fparkles with a borrow’d face.

But OrRpER and SimMPLICITY alone,

‘Which in fair nature’s works fo fair are thown,
‘Which now the fchemes of Architecture fill,

.Can claim juft wonder, or difplay juft skill,

By thefe old Greece and Rome their fchemes did raife,

And fhone the patterns of fucceeding days :

By thefe their gen’rous modern fons are known,

A KENT, a FriTcrorT, and a BURLINGTON,
- Nor is the Ast ta_demcsznd Tpires confin'd,
- Its laws alike can beautify the mind :

"There fair proportion all her charms unvails, -

And o’er therude and vulgar Sense prévails. '
Obferve yon flately fabrick, and furvey
Its beauty, ftrepgth, and varied harmony.

"The pleas'd fpectators ev'ry profpe& warms,
~ !.oftm a {weet variety of charms ;
| | | They
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"They fee each part to gam one end combine,
And Wondef o'er the regular deﬁgn,

The rifing pillars crowd upon the view,
Fraught with frefh beauties, and for ever new ;
They all, fupporting and fupported, bend
To one extended comprcﬁcnﬁvc end,

And ev'ry part, fole or conjoin’d, can warm
For all the building’s one continued charm.,

Thus in the LoDpGE, which reaches to the skies,

The glorious pillars beautifully rife,

Supported thus, both firength and order mezt,
And beanty joins to-make the whole complete,
Deep as the centre fhall the buildingftand,

Nor time fubjec it to his dire command,

That harmony, which with the world began,
Appears to-crown the Mason’s glosious plan 3
‘Tho’ differing 'q:li,tc in genius, yet the.fame,

. All glowing mutual with one friendly flame,
Uniting and -united, all coﬁabine

Toexccute one generous defign,

Ta

e
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'F'o teach the world what love and virtue is,
To fmooth the face of woe, and heal diftrefs,
Lo how their breafts with love of mankind glow,
 Pity their pains, and kindly footh their woe;
With pious care approve each gen rous plan
Defign’d for univerfal good to man.
See yonder walls with infant beauty fmile,
Care of the CRAFT, and rear’d by MAsoNs toxl,
Fit reﬁlge of diftrefs, where ghaftly pain |
May frown and torture, but fhall frown in vain 3
‘There fhall the trembling wretches ﬁy for eafe, '
" And there all torments and all an e.
Immortat work ! by godlike men defign’d,
Whofe bofoms feet for all the human-kind.
Fair may the fabrick nfc and finith’d thine,

With the fame bmuty as its good deﬁgn

~ - Still may the good the plous and the Wlfc,

~ With gen’rous kindnefs pour in frefh fupph&e,
*Till CuarITY fhall, fmilingat the door,
Invite the tortur'd to be pain’d no mere,



W %'?é'n' gnef and bid misfortune fiile; ;

"To fquare our lives by juft proportion’s rule,

/And till be animated” with one foul.

Be ours the virtues hid from vulgar eyes,
“Yet blazing bright upon the good and wife.

* Fair Liberty, be thou our fovereign guide;

And always chufe in Lodges to prefide :

Thee, Goddefs, thee the focial train adore, |
Thee they invoke, thou bright celeftial power !
Still may’ft thou charm, our happy flame fill feed,
For thou and heaven are furely near ally'd, |

VirTuE and Science, offspring of the fkies,

The great perfection of the good and wife,

Reflec new glories on each other gracé,

Wealth, Titles, Honours; and high Lin’ages ;

By thefe the Worthies of precediﬁg days

Have earn’d an immortality of* praife:

By thefe, with borrow’d luftre} -fceptres thine;
And human excellence becomes divine.

| | Hence
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Hetice in all climes andgc;, wher&’tA i gg‘ 4:%
Of true politenefs; learning; elcgamc ?\Q:Q%ﬁ\ 3
Virtue, or focial graces,  have obtain’d;

And human nature from the brute refin’d,

The Mason’s worth and art rever'd has ftood;
And all the Gaodlike claim’d the Brotherhood 5

Suges and Magi; all the ancient wife;

‘Whom contemplation led beyond the skiés;

Who trac'd the order of the ftarry frame;

‘And earth and nature’s univerfal fcheme; -

Tho’ blefy'd with Science’. great celeftial ftore;

Yet fill have fought toadd thisKNowr £ DGE more:
I}lm n s whom fate did fa:fe

“To empire’s height, the Gods of forimer days;
After great Kings fubdu’d; and vi&t’ries won,

Large cities fack’d, and provinces o’er-run,

Adorn’d with laurel; diadem and fpoils;

Have thus defir'd to crown their glorious todé |

. And now the great; the virtuons; and the good;
All with the tafte of libral artsendow’d; =
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Whoever have the neble thitl torxow, . -
Or with the godlike lave of Fretdon: ghiw; .
All heavcn-bom fouls, whio feck:the.exereife.. ., .
Of focial duties; .and the ,dear;ﬁ ties. o
Oof ﬁlendﬂ;llp,'hﬂml's @M@ﬁbﬁ&, i '
Or would foretafle the hevmiany sbovey *. 0. .
Charin’d with thei wosth, aze fand tgihenr.a past’
In myft'ries of the LonGE,and knowtheRoyat Art. |

Benorp KiNTORE, by mefitscalldito reiga, -
Great Sov'reign. of the Virtuoglo Traig, - - - .~/
Blefs'd with each. virtue;, dnsk-cach:gravefiul det, -
A tafte rofin’d;. and. boneGy of bexgt s~ . Lo \
He from a saceof nﬁln;Clvliefs;:wm‘mn,.. SN
By glorious deeds, - their honouss and renowiy:-
Who oft in figlds of death vindaunssl: food;. - .
And fought. their Coonivy's: glony with- thamblmd,
By true defcent:derives tthauuoLﬂaﬁe, ‘
And rifes to:hesedigary famhio,- - ©- o oo L
With low prisfhit et others feok wgagg;x: |
A place, a gxmz,m & fplendid teaid, .. g

‘ o And

-
P —— Pa— — 1 fo
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And glitter in the pageantry of flace,

Rais'd by their country’s fpoils, ignobly great;
Titudtrions Ke17H deminds 2 nobler praife,
A place to'whiich defert alone can raife ;

And, lifted to the héight of human pride,

O’er Artsand Masows chufes to prefide,

LeT holy bigots, foes¥o “virtue’s charms,
Thunder againft us with Ipiriceal arms;”
‘With ponpeus' madmefs vent their “hellith rage,
The Goths axd Vanda/s of 2 modern age ;

Let pecfocution,’ raid by Papal pride,

Inall its ugly Ihapts dlvctﬁfy’d |
"The firft of 6cionces, and. fnrc the’ bcf’c,

Rife fairer fromo the purifying flame,: =

- And thro’ the-world extend itsioble name,”

LeT flavith nations, ‘{crvile tools of Rome,
Attend her nod, and trembling wait theirdeom,
Not {o Britannsa, -fajreft- Queen of ifles; -

Th;re Liberty, inall her beauty, fmiles ;
| C3s The
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The faireft arts fiom diftant climates come;, =
And with the gen"i'ous Britoys fix their home. - -
Our glorigus CrAF T, that fcornis the proadeft flave,
TrusT only worthy of the wife and brave,
Shall here for ever fill a peaceful throne, -
Above all tyrant rage or prieftly frown.
To lateft timesthe Roy AL ArT fhall lxvc,
And all the hate of envy’s felf furvive,
-Whilg true and honeft ev'ry Brother proves,
With mutual ardour is belov’d, and loves ;
Spite of th’ united world the Lodge {hall ftand,
Secure above each facrilegious w, Lo
Then, D1vINg GEN1US, fpread thy influence round,
And MAasoNrY fhall thro’ the world refound ; |
Firm, faithful, fecret, evermore remain,
Till finking nature found her lat Amen,
ILLysTRIOUS fons of Science, flill purfue-
_The glorious LABOUR worthy Kings and you% N
While to mankind you lib’rally impart :
The faireft Virtues, and the faireft Art; N
" | , Led



E— !

i [ a1 ]
Led by your Laws, to the laft helght afpire
oOf excellence and bid the World admire.

Let former glones all your bofoms warm,
~ And the GRAND LoDGE’s ancient GENIUS charm

Where all the haman graces which excell,

Have ever dwelt, -and may they ever dwell ; :
Its Arts, its Virtues, Godlike, great and free, . - -
Your badge of honour, and your pattern be,

As in old Rome may your great Labour fhine, :
By the juft laws of ORDER and DEstoN; - -
And may the virtues which thefe laws ﬁigg’eﬁ o
Be thence tranfcrib’d into a faithful breaft:.

a faithful brea
 So thall your SKIII e modern ftructures raife

To Romanmerit, and to Roman praife; _
And that defert which with the world begun, - -
Unfpotted ftill, convey'd from fire to fon, '.

By you transferr’d to future Sons of Art,

Who may to future ftill the fame impart,

As it has charmd the niany ages paﬂ, |

§9NG
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'SONG L
- W ERE let nodull fages, or bufinefs appear,
H Farewell till to, morsow: hard labbur:and cate.
Thxsmghtiballbcxﬁcredtofrmdﬂnpmd@&
Each bofom be open, mirth milein dich face,
 Confider, ‘dea Brethren, that Mafons grow old, '
That relith abates as the blood waxeseold s - .
And jf to-be happy, teo Jong we dekey, -
Soonasivemmi&,;@ies)dgnth. Lome peoty, .
 Then, Fellows in Mafoary, let us rejoice,
In beautifl melody join every viiee; -
Time fha’n’t overtske us-before we caziifay,
Thatwehavcbeenﬁfy,ﬁydl, ibmimdgay
BEEEREIE & A RS
Adieu, fober tlﬁnlung, detradion and-fpleen, .
You oughtmbcnwgm where' Mv&msconmnaj,

Comc

v

”
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Come, jeft, love and laughter, ye joyful throng,
You’re free of the Lodge, .and to Mafons belong,
o v
Let Monarchs run'mad after-richesand pow'r, .
Fat Gown-men be dull, and Philofophers four,
While the Claret goes round, and the Company fings,
We're wifer than Sages, and greater than Kings,

VL

Now fill up the Goblet, and déal |t about, "
Each Brother will fee it twice éwenty times out.
Our Pleafures, as well as our Labgurs, fhall ten .

“How free-hearted MafonsW woell

e

SONG AL

RAY don’t fleep or think,'
But give us fome drink ;
For, faith, I'm mbﬁipiégu'ily dry.
Wine chears upy the Soul,
Then fill up the Bowl; A
| For, . ere long, you all know we muft die,
11
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This day is our own,
'Tq inorrow we never may fee;

. Thought caifes ws fmart; ...,
.- - And eatsyp the heart; . ot
'Th;n:lﬁt’s be_jovial and free. - |

| " ITE

The world is.a cheatj - =

With a face counterfeit;;‘:,- |

And Freedom gud Mirth difcommends §

- But here.we may quaff; = L,
Speak our thought, ﬁng. and laugh;
For all here are Mafons and Friiids,

v
e T,
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